Ogwell Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting June 8th 2026

Present — Chair P Wynter, Deputy Chair T Flower, Parish Councillors: S Reynolds, P Martin, T
Carey, M Lant, K Farrell-Wright and S Aylett.

Also present: County Councillor S Rogers, Monitoring Officer from Teignbridge District Council C
Fisher together with 11 parishioners

Apologies No apologies

Declarations Members to declare any interest in matters for discussion. No declarations were made.

Protection of Parish Land and legal/risk issues relating to adjoining property.

(a) Current Risk Position

That the Council formally considers the current position regarding parish land affected by, adjoining or used
in connection with the property known as Rosemount including any access, boundary, easement,
encroachment, use or prescriptive rights issues

The present position was discussed including the existing easement for one light motor vehicle which it was
reported has been and continues to be abused with multiple, and sometimes commercial, vehicles using the
easement. Also mentioned was the threat that a second easement through a second entrance into the
Rosemount property could be claimed through prescriptive rights and although a request for a second
easement was made and refused, the matter has not been fully resolved. Finally, there appears to be
anomalies in the drawing up of boundaries on legal documents and old maps resulting in a small area of land
which is neither on Parish Council Deeds or on the Deeds of Rosemount.

(b) No concession of unauthorised rights

That, pending proper clarification, the Council confirms that it does not concede any unauthorised

rights, access, boundary change, encroachment, easement extension, permission or additional use over
parish land or village green land beyond any rights already lawfully granted and evidenced.

Discussed, and there is no present intention of conceding any unauthorised matters in connection with
Parish Land.

(c) Need for protective action

That the council recognises that the current position cannot safely be left unmanaged because continued
inaction allows further time to accrue in which private use, access, occupation or asserted rights over parish
land and or village green land may become harder and more costly to challenge. It was agreed that action
should be taken to clarify and establish the Parish Council’s position.

(d) External advice

That the Clerk shall seek urgent guidance from DALC/NALC or independent legal advice on the Council’s
legal and governance position including the boundary, Village Green status, easement position and any risk
of rights being acquired or enlarged through continued use. If independent legal advice is recommended, the
clerk shall obtain quotes for Council approval.

It was agreed that we should approach DALC in the first instance which may include advice from NALC.
(e) Control of Communications

That no councillor or officer shall make representations to owners, agents, representatives or other third
parties about the Council’s position on parish land, rights, boundaries, access, easement, permissions

or village green land unless authorised to do so by formal resolution. Any authorised communication

shall be confirmed in writing.

(f) Temporary protective steps

That the Council shall consider what temporary protective steps are required pending legal clarification
including written reservation of rights, clarification of the Council’s position, boundary confirmation,
signage, correspondence with relevant parties or other proportionate action.




Resolutions and matters agreed

1. It was agreed to form a Working Party consisting of Councillors S Reynolds

and S Aylett and also to include a Parishioner, John Byne who has an appropriate legal background. The
working party will consider the way forward and present findings to a future Parish Council Meeting. The
Working party will also investigate Land Registry for any further historical documents. The working party
will ask former Councillor Stella Healy for any documents she may hold concerning the transfer of title

to the Parish Council in 2005.

2. It was agreed that County Councillor Stuart Rogers would be given appropriate details to enable him
to check Devon County Council archives for relevant records regarding old boundaries and any other
relevant details that may come to light.

3. It was agreed that the Parish Council will approach DALC for advice once the working party has
formulated an appropriate request to convey our concerns. This may lead on to advice from NALC
and possibly Independent Legal Advice if necessary.

4. As a matter of some urgency Form CA16 (Statement under Section 31 of the Highways Act 1980)
is to be completed which will protect the Village Green for the next 20 years.

5. Finally, it was agreed that the Parish Council will look at the Deeds of the Dawes Close property

in Parish Council ownership to ensure that there are no matters of concern there. Also to consider writing to
present owners of properties adjoining the Green who benefit from easements to reiterate terms and check
that they are content with existing documentation.

All the above items were agreed unanimously by a show of hands.

Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chairman

There were no urgent matters although a parishioner raised the matter of the Jolly Sailor in the Public Forum
and wondered whether the Skittle Alley could not be brought back into use in some fashion as it is the part
of the Public House not destroyed by fire.

Next Parish Council Meeting —
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Monday July 13" 2026, at 7pm in the Memorial Hall

Chairman
13™% July 2026



