Ogwell Annual Parish Meeting May 22nd 2026
Present : Chair S Reynolds, Deputy Chair T Flower, Parish Councillors M Lant, P Wynter, T Carey, K Farrell-Wright, P Martin and S Aylett. Also attending County Councillor Stuart Rogers, District Councillor R Daws together with 17 Parishioners
Chairman’s Report   
Steve Reynolds thanked the Parish Council and the Community for their support during his tenure as Chairman over the last seven years and advised that he would be stepping down from that role. He particularly thanked the Events Committee for all the events on the Green, all of which took a lot of hard work and dedication from a committed team. 
He regretted that Ogwell still lacked a Pub some five years after the Jolly Sailor burned down and did say that in recent contact with Heavitree Breweries he understood that there was some interest from investors in taking over the Pub and developing it although probably not to the specifications set out in the Planning Application approved by Teignbridge. He also mentioned the Shop Project, presently not proceeding but with some residual funds which may help towards a future project to benefit the Parish. The Play Areas have had recent upgrades with some more work to come which he intends to oversee. He was thanked by the Parish Council for all the hard work he has put in over the years.
Report from County and District Councillors 
County Councillor mentioned the Teignbridge Town and Parish Charter which has just been produced and will send a digital copy to the Clerk for distribution to the Councillors. He mentioned extra money for parishes to upgrade Play Areas and also to cope with Potholes, which would also involve Chapter 8 training. Having recently visited Channings Wood Prison and the principal contractors Kier Construction he advises that they are keen to work with Denbury and Ogwell Parish Councils and perhaps provide some assistance to offset the disruption the upgrade of the Prison has caused in the parishes. He also mentioned how desperately short of Foster Carers we are in Devon with children having to be sent as far afield as London and the North of England. 
District Councillor Richard Daws mentioned the new Teignbridge Local Plan which runs from 2020 to 2040. He went on to give a detailed account of the NA3 Wolborough development which, while not in our Parish, is right on our doorstep. The recent Planning hearing has now escalated into a two-week inquiry due to the complexity of the issues and Teignbridge is now backing residents’ concerns about SSSI protection. He further advised that Freedom of Information requests have revealed Natural England’s internal concerns contradicted their public position and lastly that Devon Wildlife Trust are involved in challenging the development. He was warmly thanked for his and Paul Parker’s tireless efforts to save the local community from a development that no-one seems to want.
Reports from Village Organisations
Memorial Hall Peter Farrell presented his annual report and was pleased to advise an increase in usage from various groups now using the Hall on a regular basis. Table Tennis meet more often and the monthly Games group now meet twice a month. With the Preschool also planning to expand services there is a positive outlook. The next phase in upgrading will be kitchen equipment and improvements. He thanked Alan for his contributions as treasurer and “Go to person” for many years and was pleased to welcome Louise as the new treasurer and also Stella who has taken on some premises related tasks. He was thanked by the Council for the contribution that the Memorial Hall makes to village life.
Events Committee
The Events Committee attended and were pleased to announce that this year will see a Summer Fair on 27th June with a Summer Sundowner and Bonfire Night later in the year. They have some new items to attract parishioners this year while retaining the old favourites. Their aim is always to provide memorable and enjoyable events while raising money for community funding and encourage volunteering and community involvement. As always, the Parish Council confirmed the use of the Green, access to electricity supply and coverage under the Parish Council’s Insurance Policy for the event. As before, the Parish Council is pleased to provide some funding to cover Transport, PA System, toilet provision and the Steam Engines. 
Ogwild
Ogwild reported on a year that saw them lose the use of Rectory Field for community events, which have been so successful in the past, although the public can still access the field for recreation. Apart from keeping the wild flower areas in good repair the group is continuing links to Canada Hill School and also with the Church with the installation of Swift Boxes. 
Chairman 13th July 2026
