Oqgwell Parish Council Meeting November 11th 2024

Present : Acting Chair P Martin, Parish Councillors M Lant, P Wynter and T Carey. Also attending
8 parishioners.

Apologies — Cllrs S Harrison, S Reynolds and T Flower
Declarations - Members to declare any interests in matters for discussion. None declared.
Minutes The Minutes of the October Parish Council Meeting approved and signed by the Chairman.

Reports from County and District Councillors As no Councillors were in attendance there were no
reports.

Planning — 24/01654/HOU — Wedgewood Cottage Ogwell — Repairs and alterations and extension to rear
Including external works to driveway, proposed garden studio and associated works.

This is a listed building in the Conservation Area of East Ogwell and the new owners are already re-
rendering and replacing the thatch. None of the proposed alterations will change the street appearance of the
property, except to improve and preserve it, so there were no adverse comments.

Clerk to pass comments to Teignbridge

Play Areas — To receive update on repairs to MUGA and update on the ownership of the lower fence
At Dawes Close In the absence of Cllir. Farrell-Wright the matter of the MUGA remains to be dealt with at
a future date.

The Clerk has not been able to ascertain ownership of the Fence but has suggested to the complainant that he
could examine the deeds of his property to see if that throws any light on the matter. Using Parish Online
does not give this information.

To consider updates from Ogwild and other working parties

Ogwild We have ordered an Oak Tree from Devon Wildlife Trust as a free tree was offered to parishes and
this should be delivered in December. Tree work has been carried out in Rectory Field for the Woodland
Trust and the Little Green has received two cuts with the cuttings to Rectory field. Wild Flower areas are
being tidied.

To consider any further action re the Bus Shelter on Totnes Road
In the absence of the Chairman who has been in touch with Stagecoach re the condition of the Bus Shelter
this matter is deferred to the next Meeting.

To receive further information re a mapping/survey in connection with the Biodiversity Policy for the
Parish Cllr. Wynter advised the Meeting that there is a possibility of obtaining funding from Keir, the
Contractors carrying out the work at Channings Wood Prison. This would pay for a mapping survey of the
Parish and any funding required from the Parish Council would be on a smaller scale.

To receive an update on the Shop Project
CllIr. Martin reported that an update on this project is being prepared and will be circulated to parishioners
and the Shareholders.

To consider updates re the Toilet Block

The Clerk has paid John Turner for September and October.

In the absence of Councillors Flower and Farrell-Wright we will have to wait for the next meeting to
know whether the Job Sheet they prepared has been seen and agreed by John Turner.

Paths and Highways — Update — Cllir. Lant reported that the Annual Survey will be due in a couple of
months. It was agreed that we should ask Simon Jones to trim back the edge of the slip road adjoining the
Little Green

Clerk to ask Simon Jones if he can carry out this work.




Communications — To receive updates on Communications systems

Cllr Wynter advised that the next edition of the Parish Magazine is coming out at the beginning of
December. Any contributions will be gratefully received and considered.

The advertising revenue for the Magazine is coming in for 2025.

Finance Report -BACS payments made and agreed since last Meeting — John Turner £700.00 cleaning
Toilet Block for September and October, Dynamic Fireworks £1,528.30 for Bonfire night, Imperative
Training £194.40 Replace Defibrillator pack, Memorial Hall £34.00 Hire of Room, T Flower £82.69 and
£3.41 re Ogwild, Simon Jones £710.00 Grass-cutting, RA Wrayford £400.00 and £280.00 re cutting Little
Green, Citizens Advice Bureau £500.00 Grant, Wotton Printers £920.00 printing Parish Magazine, SW
Water £23.07 Re Toilet Block, EDF Energy £19.68 Electricity on the Green,

Direct Debits £74.88 - Pulse8 re 365 Backup system (Sharepoint) and Magazine, British Gas £16.68 -
Electricity at Toilet Block. We have received £4.00 from Teignlottery for Ogwild. £2,990.00 has been
received for the Magazine from advertising and £250 from the Events Committee for Ogwild.

To consider items for the Annual Budget

We will have to put in our request for the Annual Precept for 2025/26 no later than 31st January 2025. At
present the Precept is £50,000 and is adequate for our present requirements. Any items in addition to the
ongoing costs need to be considered. We have already agreed £5,000 from next year’s budget for the
Memorial Hall roof project. As advised last month the half-yearly balance stood at £53,000 credit

The clerk will prepare a budget, based on previous figures, for consideration in December

To consider amalgamating Parish Paths Account with the Current Account ahead of Bank Charges coming
into effect in January 2025

Lloyds Bank has advised that with effect from January 2025 charges will be levied on all Community
Accounts, including the Parish Council current Accounts, including a monthly fee just for having the
Account. At present we have a Parish Paths Account with a dormant balance of £880.49. The clerk suggests
that this account should be closed and the balance transferred into the main account while still being
earmarked as Parish Paths funds. It was proposed by ClIr. Lant, seconded by Cllr.Wynter and all present
agreed that the Parish Path Account is closed and the balance transferred to the main account.

Urgent matters at the discretion of the Chairman

1.State of Mill Lane following building of track across fields leading off from Mill Lane

There has been a lot of comment concerning the number of heavy vehicles bringing what looks like soil and
loose stone to build this track, resulting in damage to Mill Lane. Councillor Flower has reported this both to
Teignbridge and the Environment Agency. It was agreed that we should contact DCC re the road surface on
Mill Lane, enlisting the help of our County and District Councillors regarding the condition of the road and
the use of materials not agreed in the permission given by Teignbridge to build the track.

2. Green Lanes leading from Higher Stubbins — It has been reported that these routes are becoming
impassable because of water and farmland run-off with rutting by 4 wheel Drive vehicles. It was agreed to
report this on the DCC Web-site.

Date of Next Meeting
The next Parish Council Meeting will take place on Monday December 9th 2024 at 7pm in the Memorial
Hall.

Chairman
9th December 2024




