Oqgwell Parish Council Meeting December 9th 2024

Present : Chair S Reynolds, Deputy Chair T Flower, Parish Councillors P Martin, M Lant, P Wynter
and T Carey. Also attending 6 parishioners.

Apologies — Cllrs S Harrison, K Farrell-Wright and P Parker
Declarations - Members to declare any interests in matters for discussion. None declared.
Minutes The Minutes of the November Parish Council Meeting approved and signed by the Chairman.

Reports from County and District Councillors

Cllr Paul Parker emailed an update which confirmed that the South Devon Alliance group of District
Councillors has now been disbanded and he is sitting as an independent Councillor. He mentioned the NA3
Development where questions are still being asked regarding surveys to be carried out and results
assimilated before development progresses. He mentioned a survey of toilet provision in Teignbridge but
since we have already taken on the Ogwell Toilet block there is nothing further for the Parish Council to do.

Planning — 24/01867/FUL — Jolly Sailor — Change of use of part of the pub (originally constructed Church
House) into 2 dwellings, retention of former Pub function room as the proposed Public House, change of
use to the lower ground floor (former Skittle Alley and Pound House) into a Community Shop and Café
and associated works

After discussion and consideration of the plans attached to the application it was agreed that Ogwell Parish
Council supports the proposals as they stand and look forward to seeing the work completed as soon as
possible.

Clerk to pass our support to Teignbridge

Play Areas — To receive update on repairs to MUGA
At present we have no updates

To consider updates from Ogwild and other working parties

Ogwild Clir Paul Parker mentioned that three youngsters are now carrying out litter picking around the
Parish as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and he has taken on the task of monitoring and
signing off their efforts.

Environmental Group CllIr. Pauline Wynter advised that the group hopes to meet early in the New Year.

To consider any further action re the Bus Shelter on Totnes Road

Cllr. Tim Flower advised that he has been in contact with a local builder who has offered to carry out the
repairs to the Bus Shelter for £855.00. In Cllr. Flower’s estimation the Shelter can be repaired and tidied for
under £1,000.00. It was proposed by Cllr. Martin, seconded by ClIr. Carey and all present agreed that we
would accept the offer.

To discuss possible re-positioning of 30mph Speed Limit on Ogwell/Rectory Road

It was agreed that we would carry out an exercise to see whether we meet the criteria of number of
properties along the stretch of road in question to re-position the 30mph Speed Limit signs.

Cllr. Martin agreed to utilise Parish Online and report findings.

To receive an update on the Shop Project

Cllr. Martin reported that an update on this project is being prepared and will be circulated to parishioners
and the Shareholders. There will be a meeting on January 9th 2025 to consider options.

To consider updates re the Toilet Block
A list of duties is being completed by Clirs. Flower and Farrell-Wright and will be emailed to
John Turner for acceptance.




To receive any updates on Track through fields off Mill Lane

This matter has been reported by Cllr. Flower to Teignbridge and the Environment Agency because of the
Materials being used for the track which do not appear to be suitable to build a usable track. However, this is
not a planning matter so we can do no more. Any damage to Mill Lane by lorries delivering the materials
should be reported to Devon Highways via their website.

Paths and Highways — Update — Trimming back along slip road adjoining Little Green has been done.
It was reported that the footbridge over the River Lemon at the end of Mill Lane is damaged and needs

attention.

Communications — To receive updates on Communications systems

The December edition has now been produced. There appear to be fewer Advertisers willing to pay for

space on the Magazine but there is healthy balance for the Magazine at the moment.

Finance Report -BACS payments made and agreed since last Meeting — Simon Jones £1,200.00 Annual
cost of cutting grass in the Churchyard and £330.00 for hedge trimming and strimming, Wotton Printers
£920.00 December edition of Magazine, Starboard Systems £501.12 Annual Cost of Scribe Accounting
System, Citizens Advice Bureau £500.00 Grant, Wotton Printers £920.00 printing Parish Magazine, SW
Water £30.75 Re Toilet Block, Bay and Moor £20.70 and P. Chapman £47.18 re Ogwild.

Direct Debits £74.88 - Pulse8 re 365 Backup system (Sharepoint) and Magazine, British Gas £16.68 -
Electricity at Toilet Block, EDF Energy £20.33 Electricity on the Green We have received £4.00 from
Teignlottery for Ogwild. £835.00 has been received for the Magazine from advertising. The Parish Paths
Account has been closed and the balance of £880.49 transferred to the Current Account.

To consider Annual Budget for 2025-26

We will have to put in our request for the Annual Precept for 2025/26 no later than 31st January 2025.

The clerk prepared a budget which suggested an increase of 4% or £2,000 to cover cost rises due to inflation.
However, it was agreed that given the recent information that Pond Meadow might be available for purchase,
we should delay a decision on the budget until the January Meeting.

To confirm Clerk’s Pay increase under the National Pay Award scheme from the National Association of
Local Councils. Present Annual Pay £4,942.80 will increase to £5,169.60 backdated to April 2024. Annual
increase £226.80 in line with Pay Scale SCP 12 on a pro rata basis based upon 30 hours per Calendar month.
It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr. Flower with all present agreeing that the national
pay award should be applied.

Urgent matters at the discretion of the Chairman

1.1 ate Planning Application 24/01947/HOU — 19 Abbotswood — Gabion basket retaining structure to
preserve collapsing bank at rear of property.

This was considered to be necessary exercise to preserve the structure of the bank and we have no
objections.

2. Pond Meadow The Chairman received an email from James Arthur, the owner, indicating that he would
be willing to sell the Meadow on offers over £90,000. While we would like to see the meadow tidied up and
used for the benefit of the parish, the Parish Council does not have spare cash to make such a purchase
which, in any case may not be what all residents are interested in doing. Therefore it was agreed that
interested Councillors would have a separate meeting to explore other options.

Date of Next Meeting
The next Parish Council Meeting will take place on Monday January 13th 2025 at 7pm in the Memorial Hall.

Chairman
13th January 2025




